
CSP Injection Grout Systems Save the Day 
in Maltz Center Restoration
When it was built in 1924, The Temple – Tifereth Israel transformed the corner of 
Ansel Road and 105th Street with a Byzantine-style structure that the director of 
the Cleveland School of Art called “one of the masterpieces of the city.” 

Today, after an award-winning restoration, the building now known as the Case 
Western Reserve University Milton and Tamar Maltz Performing Arts Center at The 
Temple – Tifereth is transforming the community as a home for a wide range of cul-
tural enrichment. Cathedral Stone Products is proud to have played a significant role 
in a landmark restoration that faced a challenge that we were able to help solve.

Design Architect and Architect of Record, MGA Partners of Philadelphia and 
Consulting Engineers, Barber & Hoffman, Inc. of Cleveland faced the challenge of 
restoring loose tiles in the Temple’s spectacular Guastavino vaulted ceiling. 
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5 Although a wide range of CSP Masonry Restoration Systems were used to restore the Maltz Performing Arts Center -- including our Latex-
Based Cleaner (Latex 20), JAHN Limestone and Sandstone (M70) and Stucco (M60) Restoration Mortars, Pointing Mortar (M110), R-97 
Water Repellent and our Masonry Adhesive -- the star of the project was our JAHN Injection Grout Systems (M30 and M40).
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As the summer construction season winds down, we’re looking 
forward to, yet again, attending the Annual Association for 
Preservation Technology International Conference. I’ve always 
thought that in addition to being one of the best networking 
venues for the industry, its a great place for a “meeting of the 
minds.” If you’re going, please stop by Booth #31 to find out 
what’s new at Cathedral Stone and let us know what you’re up to.

Speaking of new, if you haven’t visited our website recently, I 
invite you to take a look at www.cathedralstone.com. When 

you do, you’ll notice a dramatic difference in how the site looks and operates. In 
addition to new graphics, this Phase I of our site update also features streamlined 
navigation and additional information. In the months to come we will be making 
improvements to our store and adding a search function that will make ordering our 
Masonry Restoration Systems and tools, requesting custom color matches, and sign-
ing up for training classes much easier to do.

Lastly, if you call into Cathedral Stone for sales assistance you can look forward to 
hearing the friendly voice of Vanessa Henderson who is helping us out with Inside 
Sales Support. In the meantime, enjoy the autumn season. We look forward to 
hearing from you soon.

Best regards,
Dennis Rude

President’s LetterRestoration News

Rushabh Shah
Production Manager

New Production 
Manager, Rushabh 
Shah, comes to 
Cathedral Stone 
Products with 
over 8 years of 
management 
and engineering 

experience. Prior to joining the 
company, he served as Project Manager 
& Maintenance Supervisor/Project 
Manager for Specialty Granules Inc., 
Maintenance and Reliability Engineer 
for Imerys (CE Minerals), Foreman 

& Management Associate for Martin 
Marietta Materials, and Process/
Production Engineer for Titan America 
(Titan Cumberland Resources).

In addition to a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Mining & Minerals 
Engineering, with a minor in Business 
Leadership, from Virginia Tech, 
Rushabh also has a Master of Business 
Administration degree from Murray 
State University. In his spare time, he 
enjoys exercising, watching movies, 
and traveling. His favorite sport is 
basketball and his favorite team is the 
San Antonio Spurs. n

CSP Welcomes New Team Member
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“Graveyard Groomer” Brings Cemetery Monuments Back to Life

Who are you going to call when an historic cemetery 
monument is vandalized, or crumbles from the effects 
of time and weather? If you’re in the Midwestern 
United States, that call is going to go to John “Walt” 
Walters, an expert tombstone restorer known as “The 
Graveyard Groomer”.

Officials at Wesley Cemetery in Westport, Indiana 
made the call to Walters when they wanted to restore 
a statue of Private John Shaw, a 26-year-old who had 
hoped to return home to become a teacher but was 
killed in action in the Philippines in 1900. Vandal-
ized in 1965, Shaw’s figure had been broken in 12 to 
15 pieces. 

“I have been told with this line of work, ‘There is 
nothing you can do with that. Nothing you can do 
with that’ and I am looking at what it is and think-
ing the biggest part of success to me is just having the 
courage to try. We’ve got to try. To me, it is the love 
of the challenge and to know that when I return John 
Shaw and stand him back on his pedestal his parents 
put there for him, that is the reward,” said Walters.

Thanks to Walters and Cathedral Stone’s Limestone 
Restoration Mortar System (JAHN M70), that’s ex-
actly what they were able to do. 

“I used the M70 to recreate approximately 60% of 
the right leg and other missing parts and managed to 
stand him atop his grave at a ceremony in his honor,” 
said Walters. The restoration of the statue is an 
ongoing project with Walters currently working on 
using the mortar to recreate the figure’s 1896 Krag 
Jorgeson rifle and knife.

The Shaw project was a rewarding one for Walters. 
“It makes me feel like a stone surgeon, putting a fella 
together like this,” he said. As a veteran-owned com-
pany, Cathedral Stone is very proud to have been 
a part of restoring Shaw’s statue as well as many of 
Walters’ other successful “operations.” n 

Quotes and original reporting courtesy of WTHR.com reporter, 
Kevin Rader

John Walters used Cathedral Stone’s 
Limestone Restoration System (JAHN 
M70) to recreate missing parts of 
the Private John Shaw statue. Photo 
credit: WTHR.com
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“I love working with the JAHN Mortars. They 
allow me to build out and sculpt back down 
the missing pieces of these historic statues.”

John Walters
“The Graveyard Groomer”



PAGE 4

Primary architect, Katie Broh, 
AIA, partner and project director 
for MGA Partners was adamant 
that fasteners shouldn’t be used to 
reattach the thin terra cotta tiles 
to the ceiling, so Ron Czaplicki 
PE, Principal at Barber & Hoff-
man had to come up with an 
effective alternative. He turned to 
Aaron Wolk of Cathedral Stone 
Products, Inc. a restoration part-
ner he’s had a professional rela-
tionship with for over 25 years. 
Wolk suggested using the com-
pany’s Micro-Injection Restoration 
Grout System (M30 and M40) to 
secure the tiles to the ceiling. 

“I was skeptical at first,“ said 
Czaplicki.“If even one crumb of 
mortar fell out of that ceiling and 
dropped 80 feet onto an audience 
member, we’d be on the hook.”

To make his case for using the 
injection grout, Wolk did a simple 
demonstration. He purchased 
bricks from Home Depot and duct-
taped them together in pairs face 
to face. He drilled a hole through 
the face brick of each pair into the 
seam, and then injected the grout. 
After a few days, Wolk removed the 
duct tape. The bricks, bonded by a 
slender column of injection grout, 
held firm. Czaplicki was convinced.

“By using the Cathedral Stone 
grout we avoided putting in 
thousands of historically incorrect 
fasteners into that beautiful ceil-
ing,” said Czaplicki. 

Ron Czaplicki’s faith in Cathedral 
Stone Products was rewarded 
when the Cleveland Restoration 
Society and the AIA Cleveland 
recognized Barber & Hoffman’s 
restoration efforts on the Milton 
and Tamar Maltz Performing  
Arts Center at the Temple –  
Tifereth Israel with their 2016  
Excellence in Preservation 
Achievement Award. n

Continued from page 1

CSP Injection Grout Systems Save the Day in Maltz Center Restoration

Patented in 1885 by Valencian architect and builder Rafael Guastavino, the “Tile Arch System” is a technique that allows for the construction of robust, self-supporting arches and 
architectural vaults using very thin (1” nominal thickness) 6” x 12” interlocking terracotta tiles and layers of mortar to form a thin skin, with the tiles following the curve of the roof. 

“I’ve been in this business for 30 years, and when you find products 
like Cathedral Stone that work so well, it’s a win-win for everybody.” 

Ron Czaplicki PE
Principal, Barber & Hoffman, Inc.



Jahn Restoration Training Workshops
Three-day JAHN Restoration Training Workshops 
introduce traditional methods of masonry repair. 
Architects can receive AIA/CEU credits upon 
request. Certification by successfully completing 
the workshop is necessary to purchase mortars 
M70, M100, M120, and M160.

   October 17-19, 2016
   Cathedral Stone Products, Inc.
   7266 Park Circle Dr. 
   Hanover, MD 21076

 Visit www.cathedralstone.com/training to  
register today.

The Engineer’s Edge

Mortar Study Points to Solution for 
Nation’s Crumbling Infrastructure

Every day, highways, bridges and other 
components of the nation’s infrastructure 
are increasingly crumbling while the funds to pay for 
repairs are decreasing. Cathedral Stone Products is 
currently conducting a mortar comparative study to 
determine why current repairs are failing and how 
we can improve our Masonry Restoration Systems so 
they can help extend the life of these structures.

Our study compares Cathedral Stone’s Concrete Res-
toration Mortar System (JAHN M90) to basic natural 
sand, cement and lime mortars as well as engineered 
mortars which include admixtures to aid in controlled 
cure time, weight, bond and controlled permeability. 
We set each of the mortar samples in a brine bath for 
7 days where they draw up moisture along with salts, 
then are allowed to dry. Samples are weighed every day 
as well as cleaned and weighed at the end of each cycle 
to determine the draw rates of the salts.

Early conclusions indicate that moisture and salts 
will eventually permeate through the matrix of both 
natural and engineered mortars causing repairs to 
fail. The Cathedral Stone Restoration Mortar Sys-
tem on the other hand, allows the passage of salts 
without damaging the matrix. Additional findings 
indicate that applying protective coating on steel 
reinforcing before patching with the Cathedral Stone 
mortar will provide a long lasting passive protective 
system that will draw corrosive salts from the base 
concrete to the surface of the patch where natural 
environmental forces can wipe them away. n

Training Schedules 
Get an education in scientific masonry restoration.

When faced with the 
challenge of removing 
dirt, grime and soot 
from the interior surface 
of historic buildings 
without using potentially 
damaging acids and water, 
commercial masonry 
restoration professionals 
have reached for 
Cathedral Stone’s highly 
effective Latex-Based 
Cleaner (masonRE Latex 

20). Cathedral Stone is now working to introduce the 
consumer market to benefits of our waterless poultice 
cleaner through our new membership in the National 
Chimney Sweep Guild (NCSG). As a NCSG member, we 
will be able to provide chimney sweep companies with 
information on how they can use this Latex-Based Cleaner 
to quickly and effectively clean their clients’ fireplaces 
without creating a mess in their homes. We believe 
reaching into this new market will be a significant growth 
opportunity for the company. n

New Association Membership Connects 
CSP With Consumer Market

Natural Mortar Engineered Mortar CSP Concrete Restoration 
Mortar System

At 13 weeks into the 
study, results show 
that the Cathedral 
Stone Restoration 
Mortar System is 
drawing salts from 
the brine bath to 
the surface with no 
significant damage 
to the mortar. 
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The leader in scientific masonry restoration

7266 Park Circle Drive
Hanover, MD 21076

APT 2016 Annual Conference
Hilton Palacio del Rio

Preserving Heritage with 
Tomorrow’s Technology 
Cathedral Stone Products, Inc. is 
proud to be a Partner level sponsor at 
this year’s Association for Preservation 
Technology International’s annual 
conference. Attendees can look forward 
to participating in a wide range of 
programs that celebrate San Antonio’s 
extraordinary built- heritage, including: 

• Spanish Colonial Structures, Traditions  
     and Cultures 
• Revisiting Mid-Century Modern
• Concrete: Materials and Innovations
• Cultural Landscapes: Patterns and Palimpsests
• Vernacular Heritage: Honoring the Ordinary

While you’re there, be sure to swing by 
Booth 31 to find out what’s new at CSP 
for 2017. Contact Zak Beach at ZBeach@
cathedralstone.com for more information 

San Antonio, TX
Oct. 30 - NOv. 2, 2016

Historic preservation is the theme for new youth programs hosted at historic 
Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx and sponsored in part by Cathedral Stone 
Products, Inc. “One program exposes high school students to the concepts of 
historic preservation, the other is helping to train the next generation of ma-
sons so they know how to restore historic buildings from the start – and can 
get hired,” said Mitch Rose, President and CEO of The Woodlawn Cemetery, 
a National Historic Landmark now in its 153th year. n

Woodlawn Cemetery Hosts Historic Preservation Programs
Please join us at the following 
conferences, trade shows & seminars.

Upcoming Events

Celebrating a job well done. CSP Technical Trainer, Ken Saul celebrates the completion of a successful certification training 
session with a group of enthusiastic and appreciative students.


