
Reagan National Airport Repairs Stand the Test of Time

Twenty years ago, Reagan National Airport (originally National Airport) in Washing-
ton, D.C., was in pretty bad shape. Constructed in 1941, the building was designed 
to reflect the grandeur and history of the nation’s capital and the architectural style. 
However, over the subsequent decades, time began to take its inevitable toll.

When cracks started appearing in the concrete façade of Terminal A, the job of 
repair and refurbishment was awarded to Shalom Baranes, Associates, PC. The  
firm hired John Milner Associates (JMA) as the architectural conservators and work 
began on the job in the fall of 1999. They knew the work would have to preserve 
the architectural and cultural importance of the original structure while updating it 
to modern construction standards.

JMA started with a full visual survey and then augmented that with a comprehensive  
testing program including determining the depth of the rebar and performing 
carbonization testing. The testing uncovered major problems that were traced to 
corrosion of the rebar itself, partially as a result of deep carbonization. In some 
cases, the rebar had expanded and pushed the surface concrete, which made it 
more susceptible to water penetration and rusting. 

JMA’s testing led them to the conclusion that the site conditions required an imme-
diate, full realkalinization to fight the effects of highly carbonized concrete. 
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The spring construction season is ramping up and so are we. 
Thanks to the addition of Extech Building Materials to our 
growing family of distributors, contractors now have 6 more 
onsite locations to purchase our masonry restoration systems. 

Expanding our distribution is just one aspect of our growth. 
We are continuing to develop and test new products that are 
scientifically-engineered to effectively solve a wide range of 
masonry restoration challenges. In the coming months, look 
for new product launches in our line of cleaning and stripping 
masonry restoration systems. 

Additionally, we are also working on expanding our manufacturing capacity for 
our liquid systems. We are currently in the process of purchasing bigger and faster 
equipment that will help us keep up with the growing demand for our products and 
allow us to provide quicker turnaround times. Finally, we are proud to be once again 
part of the team entrusted to making repairs on the Empire State Building. Preserving 
our nation’s architectural past by continually developing and producing cutting edge 
masonry restoration systems is what has always been – and will always be -- Cathedral 
Stone Products’ corporate mission.

Good luck with all your upcoming masonry restoration projects and let us know if we 
can help in any way.

Best regards,
Dennis Rude

President’s LetterRestoration News

There’s no doubt that 
today’s architecture, 
interior design and 
industrial design 
students represent the 
future of our industry. 
That’s why Cathedral 
Stone is proud to 
have been a “Meet the 
Students” sponsor for 
the New Jersey Institute 
of Technology Design 
Showcase 2016 which 
was held on April 7th. The event, which celebrated its 10th anniversary this year, 
featured a key note address by NJIT Alumni James Tichenor (’99), student design 
awards as well as project exhibits from alumni architects and current students from 
the School of Architecture, Interior Designers and Industrial Designers. CSP Director 
of Sales, Steve Cortazzo and Account Executive, Ronaldo Rojas attended the event. n

CSP Sponsors NJIT 2016 Design Showcase
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Over the past few months, more than 60 architects, 
engineers and construction managers, including 
officials from various New York City agencies received 
a lesson in turning back the hands of time on aging 
building structures at Cathedral Stone Products’ 
restoration workshops hosted by the International 
Masonry Institute (IMI).  

Another 20 specifiers attended a half-day American 
Institute of Architects-credited workshop, hosted 
by Cathedral Stone products at West New York 
Restoration. This workshop focused on common 
problems of aging masonry and included a hands on 
segment where participants applied restoration to 
stone replicas. n
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Cathedral Stone Products’ Technical 
Trainer, Ken Saul demonstrated 
proper patching techniques using 
JAHN Restoration Mortar at a recent 
hands-on workshop and educational 
conference for senior level members of 
the Construction Inspection Division of 
the New York City School Construction 
Authority. In addition to working with 
restoration materials in this invitation-
only workshop, attendees participated 
in a round table discussion about 
industry trends and learned more about 
the advantages offered by Cathedral 
Stone’s full line of integrated restoration 
mortar, cleaning, stripping, coating, and 
repellent systems. n

Learning By Doing

IMI and AIA Workshops Draw a Crowd

“Historic buildings and older masonry 
structures may have been built with materials 
or methods that are no longer readily 
available. So repairs require a systematic 
approach, beginning with an understanding 
of the past and future function of the entire 
building. Credited workshops like these help 
keep our members informed and proficient.”

John Bachenski
IMI Director of Industry Training 
and Technical Development.

Pictured (center) is Cathedral Stone Products’ Technical Trainer, Ken Saul. Behind him, (left to right) are Cathedral 
Stone Products Concrete/Masonry Research Engineer, George Cosgrove and SCA members, Charles Koehler, 
Mahendra Hardwar, Wa-Ki Bennett, Mike Flynn, Mentor Sela, and Joe Miraglia. Other attendees included Joe 
Trupia, Neil Adams and Arlean Rosa.

(l-r) Steven Cortazzo, director of sales for Cathedral Stone Products, Inc., Alfred Gallicchio, principal for West New York Restoration of CT, Joe Sette, CEO for Cathedral Stone Products, 
and Kevin Crawford, senior estimator for West New York Restoration of CT, during the workshop.
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After the realkinization, the next 
step was to select and apply ma-
sonry repair materials. In order to 
ensure top quality masonry work, 
John Milner Associates partnered 
with Cathedral Stone Products in 
2005 to sole-source premium Jahn 
Restoration Mortars. 

Because any incompatibility be-
tween the repair and the original 
masonry could potentially cause 
failure, it was critical that the repair 
material had to be either inert or the 
chemical equivalent of the original 
masonry. Cathedral Stone tested the 
existing concrete and custom-engi-
neered a JAHN Restoration Mortar 
with a rated strength just below the 
original airport materials so if there 
were any kind of failure it would 
affect only the patch and not the 
existing materials.

In order to use Cathedral Stone’s 
JAHN Restoration Mortars, the 
masonry contractor – C.A. Lind-
man Companies – had to conform 
two sets of strict quality control 
procedures. The first came from 
John Milner Associates. The sec-
ond came from Cathedral Stone 
serving in an oversight role to the 
contractors. Every contractor who 
worked on the job had to first 
undergo – and pass – a three-day 
training course. From there, their 
work had to conform at all times 
to standards and specifications set 
by Cathedral Stone. 

According to JMA’s Sr. Architectural 
Conservator, Lane Burritt, “[The 
job] would have been difficult, if 
not impossible, with other con-
crete patching materials, as we had 
to patch areas where we needed to 
not only patch curved surfaces and 

projected decorative elements but 
also wanted to retain the finished 
appearance of the original concrete 
including all the lift lines of the 
original historic concrete.”

The final phase of the project 
concluded in August 2008; and the 
end result has been an unqualified 
success. The Terminal has been 
restored and strengthened; ready 
to embark on its next 60 years of 
service. Today, after eleven years, 
there have been zero failures. 
Thanks to John Milner Associates’ 
awareness and Cathedral Stone’s 
specifications for their scientifically-
engineered restoration mortar 
systems, all of the repairs on this 
historically significant airport are 
holding strong today – and will 
continue to hold strong for decades 
to come. n

Continued from page 1

Reagan National Airport Repairs Stand the Test of Time

“We chose Cathedral Stone’s materials because they were 
all natural, mineral based products without bonding agents 
or synthetic materials or other additives.”

Lane Burritt
John Milner Associates’ Sr. Architectural Conservator 

This is an example of a masonry repair that 
filled a 9-inch-deep void in the terminal’s façade 
with JAHN with a single lift. The repair still 
stands strong today.



Jahn Restoration Training Workshops
Three-day JAHN Restoration Training Workshops 
introduce traditional methods of masonry repair. 
Architects can receive AIA/CEU credits upon 
request. Certification by successfully completing 
the workshop is necessary to purchase mortars 
M100, M120.

   June 13-15, 2016
   Cathedral Stone Products, Inc.
   7266 Park Circle Dr. 
   Hanover, MD 21076

   July 18-20, 2016
   Cathedral Stone Products, Inc.
   7266 Park Circle Dr. 
   Hanover, MD 21076

 Visit www.cathedralstone.com/training to  
register today.
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The Engineer’s Edge

Welcome Concrete/Masonry Research Engineer, 
George Colgrove

George joins the CSP team after 
serving the State of Vermont’s 
Agency of Transportation (VTrans) 
as a Bridge Engineer for 17 years and 
as the Agency’s Research Administrator 
for 3.5 years. George earned his degree in 
Civil Engineering from the University of Vermont.

A specialist in concrete structural design, George 
was an active member of the New England Pre-
stressed Concrete Institute Technical Committee, 
advancing the understanding and engineering 
of precast and prestressed concrete elements for 
highway applications. In his role as VTrans’ Re-
search Administrator he worked with many highway 
products and construction methods, including one 
that used JAHN mortar to strengthen a 177-year-old 
stone pier and abutment of the Taftsville Covered 
Bridge in Woodstock, VT. The initial work with this 
product showed tremendous promise in other areas 
of transportation infrastructure restoration.  

Over the years, George has made numerous national 
conference presentations, most recently at a PCI Na-
tional Conference where he addressed the issue of 
“Overcoming Obstacles in Developing the Northeast 
Precast Concrete Rail”. He has also authored papers, 
including “Assessment of the Bridge in a Backpack” 
Bridge System from Advanced Infrastructure Tech-
nologies (AIT)”, VTrans, Research and Development 
as well as “Assessment of Mechanically Fastened 
Fiber Reinforced Polymer (MF- FRP) Strips for Ex-
tending Bridge Service Life.” 

As our new Concrete/Masonry Research Engineer, 
George brings 22 years of bridge engineering and 
transportation research experience as well as his en-
thusiasm for meeting the growing demand of restor-
ing historic structures. We look forward to putting his 
expertise to work for the company and our clients.

Training Schedules 
Get an education in scientific masonry restoration.

As part of our growth strategy for 2016, Cathedral Stone 
is proud to announce that Extech Building Materials has 
joined our family of more than 20 distributors. As one of 
the fastest-growing masonry supply companies in the tri-
state area, Extech will now be offering our scientifically-
engineered, integrated line of restoration mortars as 
well as our fully-compatible cleaning, stripping, coating 

and repellent systems 
to customers in New 
York, Connecticut, 
northern and western 

New Jersey and eastern Pennsylvania. The company is 
based in Long Island City, NY with 6 branch locations in 
Brooklyn, NY, Newark, NJ, Farmingdale, NJ and Closter, 
NJ. For more information or to purchase products, 
contact Extech Building Materials (extechbuilding.com), 
718-786-2288. n

Extech Building Materials Joins CSP  
as New Distributor 



The leader in scientific masonry restoration
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Woodlawn Cemetery 
Hands On Architectural Workshop
(Attendees receive 4 AIA/LU Credits)

8:00 AM – 8:30 AM
Meet & Greet/Breakfast

8:30 AM – 9:30 AM
Cemetery Tour

9:30 AM – 10:30 AM
Presentation highlighting complete line 
of Cathedral Stone Masonry Restoration 
Systems  

10:30 AM – 12:30 PM
Hands on Demonstration of application 
of Cathedral Stone Restoration Mortar 
Systems for all natural stone and terra 
cotta -— please dress accordingly. 

12:30 PM – 1:00 PM
Lunch 

RSVP Ronaldo Rojas: (646) 220-0565 
rrojas@cathedralstone.com

Woodlawn Cemetery
517 E 233rd St, Bronx, NY 10470

Bronx, NY
May 18, 2016

This spring, Cathedral Stone CEO, Joe Sette attended the Annual Meeting 
of the Western Chapter of the Association of Preservation Technology in 
Scottsdale, Arizona along with more than 20 other industry leaders. In 
addition to attending the meeting, guests enjoyed touring the works of Frank 
Lloyd Wright and Paolo Soleri, including the David and Gladys Wright 
House, the Consanti Foundation, and Taliesin West. Cathedral Stone is proud 
to have been one of the event’s sponsors and a supporter of the mission one 
of our industry’s most influential professional organizations. n

WCAPT Annual Meeting Features Tours of Wright  
and Soleri works. Please join us at the following 

conferences, trade shows & seminars.

Upcoming Events

Designed for Frank Lloyd Wright’s son and daughter-in-law in 1950, the David and Gladys Wright House features a spiral 
design and 360-degree mountain views 


